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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Past Chairman of the Foundation
Julian “Woody” West, John K. Antholis, Constantine “Gus” Theodos, 

Georgette Boulegeris, Martina Harris, Thomas N. Pappas, 
Stathia Marousis, Andrew C. Zachariades, George G. Horiates, 

Antoinette Marousis-Zachariades, and Christos Prentzas

Foundation History
The Foundation was formed in October 1988, by the Fifth District Order of AHEPA to raise 
funds from its members and the general public for research grants. Shortly after, the Fifth District 
Daughters of Penelope came on board uniting the AHEPA Family behind a common cause of 
philanthropic support of cancer research.
The Foundation volunteers, began their fundraising efforts in March of 1989. Armed with 
collection canisters thus inaugurated the humble beginnings of collecting donations to provide 
funding for philanthropic support of cancer research.
Through the efforts of the “all volunteer” Board of Trustees, the Foundation presented its first 
grant award in the Fall of 1990 to Fox Chase Cancer Center in the amount of $5,000.
Through the generosity and support of individuals and the expansion of several new fundraising 
events, the Foundation has significantly increased its financial support one hundred-fold. As of 
2025 the Foundation has been honored and privileged to award approximately $1,372,500 to 
men and women who diligently work towards a cure for cancer. No one receives a salary or any 
compensation and administrative costs are kept to a minimum of 2%.
Our Mission: The mission of the Foundation is to facilitate fundraising and to award grants to 
scientists and medical research institutions whose primary goal is to find a cure for cancer.



PROGRAM
Celebration Co-Chairs

Andrew C. Zachariades, PSP • Sophia Fountoukidis 

National Anthems of Greece and the United States of America

Invocation
Rev. Fr. John Theodosion

Introduction of Dignitaries 

Welcome
Thomas Sulich, Chairman 

Daughters of  Penelope Grand President
Antoinette Marousis-Zachariades

Order of AHEPA Supreme President
Chris Kaitson

Presentation to Grant Recipients
Thomas Sulich, Chairman

Weill Medical College of Cornell University/Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
Extracellular Vesicle-Mediated Mechanisms of Pre-Metastatic Bone Formation

in Cancers That Spread to Bones
David C. Lyden, M.D., PhD. and Stavros S. Niarchos, Professor and

and Jane Howard, Ph.D., Postdoctoral Fellow

Fox Chase Cancer Center 
Meaningful Connections 2025-2026:  Screening for an anti-stroma potential drug

as means to intercept pancreatic cancer development

Edna Cukierman, PhD and Aleksandr Dolskii, PhD and
Sergio Alcantara dos Santos, Ph.D., Postdoctoral Fellows

Rutgers Cancer Institute of New Jersey  
Clinical Investigations of GLP-1RA induced weight loss in early-stage triple

negative breast cancer and impact on treatment outcomes
Coral Omene, M.D., Ph.D. 

A Cancer Survivor’s Story
Peter Bosco, Cancer Survivor

Closing Remarks
Demi Thomas, PGP



Diamond Benefactor
Delaware Valley Purchasing Group

In Memory of  Mrs. Ruth Fruchthandler

Carl Hollister, PSP, Cynthia Hollister, PDG District #11
In Memory of Robert E. Hollister

Order of AHEPA Alexander Hamilton #54, Paramus, NJ
Order of AHEPA Garden State #517, Holmdel, NJ

Platinum Benefactor
Law Offices of Agrapidis & Maroules Agrapidis, Esq.

Mark and Joel Florin, Micro Essential Laboratory, Inc.
Christopher Diamantoukos, PSG & Terri Diamantoukos 

William & Cynthia Davidson
Stavroula Horiates

Paul & Peggy Kalamaras
Marinis Brothers

Mrs. Evellyn Tsiadis, PGP
In Memory of Steve Tsiadis

Andrew C. Zachariades, PSP & Antoinette Marousis-Zachariades, GP
In Memory of Markos John Zachariades

DOP Chryssida #453
In Memory of Angela Sipsis & Anna Pothetos

Order of AHEPA Camden #69, Cherry Hill, NJ 
Order of AHEPA Morris County #300, Randolph, NJ

Order of AHEPA Ramapo #453, Wyckoff, NJ
Daughters of Penelope Alexander #250, Randolph, NJ

Order of AHEPA District #6, Delphi #25, Manhattan, NY

Fifth District AHEPA Family Cancer Research Foundation, Inc.
Benefactor Program 37th Anniversary Celebration



Fifth District AHEPA Family Cancer Research Foundation, Inc.
Benefactor Program 37th Anniversary Celebration

Gold Benefactor 
Tom Andrews

In Memory of Marianne Andrews 

Anonymous
In Honor of Larry Goldman

Americana Kitchen and Bar, East Windsor, NJ 
Georgette Boulegeris, PGP

George G. Gussis, Esq.
Timothy J. Joannides

Marinis Brothers
Louis & Madeline Stefanou

Thomas Sulich, Chairman & Viveca Sulich, DLG
Order of AHEPA Eureka #52, Newark, NJ

Order of AHEPA Monroe #75, New Brunswick, NJ
Order of AHEPA Thomas Edison #287, Ocean, NJ

Daughters of Penelope Aulis #195, Ocean, NJ

Christina and William Harvey
In Memory of

Theodoros “Ted” Fanikos

Constantine Simos
In Memory of Dr. Dennis H. Lee

Sophia Thomas Larain
In Honor of Demi Thomas, PGP

Asteris & Dina Fanikos, PDGs
In Memory of 

Theodoros “Ted” Fanikos 

In Memory of Margaret Kolovos 
Ariadne Jaffe

Evans Agrapidis
Eleftherios Elefther
Eleftheria Stolatis

Areti Vassiliou

Silver Benefactor 
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Anthoula & Anamaria Anagnostou, PDG
Dimitri & Maria Bouhlas

Vassos Chrysanthou, PSG and Melanie Chyrsanthou
Gus Doros

Joanna Drosos
Flying Pig Tavern, Bordentown, NJ

Dr. John Grossomanides, PSP & Anna-Helene Grossomanides, PGP
Leonila Kambitsis

Louis and Connie Karagias
Maria & Emanuel Karras
David & Tonia Kirkham

Richard Kintzing
John Jerakis

Kevin Landrigan
Dr. Patricia Lyons

Vassilios & Angeline Milcos
Chris and Elizabeth Pappas

George N. Pappas, PDG and Ourania Pappas
Constance Pilallis, PGP

Christopher Ranieri
Peter and Amanda Sulich

Matt Szela & Joann Szela, PDG
Tzovolos Family

Order of AHEPA Hudson #108, Jersey City, NJ
Daughters of Penelope Kronos #188, Clifton, NJ

Daughters of Penelope Tethys #229, New Brunswick, NJ

Silver Benefactor 
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Bronze Benefactor 
Jane Allen

Glen & Cindy Aragona
Dr. Nektarios and Eleni Banis

Athena Borzeka, DG
Anthony Carapucci 

Maria Carapucci
Jack Cusanelli

Michael & Evangeline Emanuel
Thomas & Antoinette Finley

Vivian Gemelos
Martina Harris, PDG

Christina and William Harvey
Michael G. Jerakis

Marc & Sharron Johnson
John Koninis, PDG

Victoria Kostis
Gus & Renate Lainis

Heidi & Mike La Stella
Theodore & Katherine Matrakas, PGGZI

Michael Papaphotes, PDG
Paskas Funeral Service

Demetrios Philiou & Eleni Thomas Philiou
Maryann & Thomas Prenderville

Fredrick & Nanette Schlegel
George Sokaris

Jim & Beth Solomos 
Chrissa Sulich
Daniel Sulich
Evelyn Sulich

Perry and Ingrid Sulich
Toskos Family

Melissa Martakis of MatiJewels.com

Savvas Kyriacou, PDG and
Chrystalla Kyriacou

Eftyhia Kirkiles, GT and
Demetrios Kirkiles, PSC

George & Zoe Kousoulis
In Loving Memory of
Danielle Kousoulis

Sammy Thomas, PDG and
Demi Thomas, PGP

In Memory of Margaret Kolovos

Nicholas Stolatis
In Memory of Margaret Kolovos

Daughters of Penelope
District 5 Lodge

Daughters of Penelope
Altes #163, Trenton

Bronze Benefactor 

Patron
Dia Dalianis In Honor of

Anna Pothetos & Angela Martinez

John Vogt In Memory of Margaret Kolovos

Christine S. Triant
In Memory of Margaret Kolovos

Denise Eliopoulos
Mary Ferraiola
Karen Sulich



The Foundation Gratefully Acknowledges the Generous
Support of the Following Individuals and Corporations

Gala Sponsors
Doctor’s Table Sponsor

Wells Fargo Advisors • Mr. & Mrs. Charles K. Anastasiou

Invitation & Program Sponsor
Dr. & Mrs. Zenon Christodoulou

Favor  Sponsor
Criterion Chocolates, Eatontown, NJ

Raffle Gift Donations
Andrew C. Zachariades, PSP

Antoinette Marousis-Zachariades, GP
Athena Borzeka, DG
Demi Thomas, PGP
Eleni Boyadjis, PDG

Helene Quinn of Byzanthea
Joseph Anthony Salon and Spa, Springfield and Glen Mills, PA

Lia Diamandas of The Greek Store
Melissa Martakis of Mati Jewels

Michael Zachariades
Regina Sigalos Zutler, DMOAA

Steven’s Furs, Lawrence Twp., NJ
Tom Sulich and Viveca Sulich, DLG

Dora Fountoukidis & Panos Stavrianidis of Venus Jewelers, Somerset, NJ



Past Axios Award Recipients
The “Axios Award” is presented to an individual or individuals whose humanitarian

purpose and endeavors have contributed in helping to find a cure for cancer,
unselfishly and devotedly in the name of mankind. 

This award has been given out since 1996, recent recipients include:

Antoinette Marousis-Zachariades, 2018

Dr. Shridar Ganesan, 2015

Dr. Yibin Kang, 2013

Fox Chase Cancer Center, Philadelphia, PA, 2011

Dr. David C. Lyden, 2009

Dr. William Hait, 2008

Dr. Nicholas Romas, 2007

Dr. Maria Theodoulou, 2006

George Righos, 2004

Gus Leontarakis, 2003

Constantine “Dino” Genakos, 2002

Christopher Sevast, 2001

Constantine “Gus” Theodos, 2000

Julian “Woody” West and Ernest Tsaptsinos, 1998

Michael Koufakis and Thomas Taros (Posthumously), 1998

George Kartikis, 1997

Stanley Mathews, 1996

Research Centers Who Have Received Grant Awards From
The Fifth District AHEPA Cancer Research Foundation

Fox Chase Cancer Center, Weill Cornell MedicalCollege/Children’s Blood Foundation,
Rutgers Cancer Institute of New Jersey, Cancer Institute of New Jersey Pediatric Cancer,
Memorial Sloan Kettering Hospital, Montclair State University, Robert Wood Johnson,

Christiana Care Health Services, Coriell Instiute for Medical Research, Hackensack Medical Center,
New York Presbyterian Hospital, Rutgers University, University of Medicine & Dentistry of New Jersey, 

St. Luke’s Roosevelt Hospital Center of Columbia University



The Board of Trustees
of the Fifth District

AHEPA Family Cancer Foundation
Would Like to Thank Everyone
for Their Continued Support.

For Additional Information About the 
Foundation, Please Visit Our Website.

https://fifthdistrictahepacrf.com


